
omputers and printers are fast becoming 
accepted design tools in the quilt studio. 

Among the wonderful benefits is the ability to person-
alize a wedding memento, graduation notice, or birth 
announcement like this one. It’s easy to print the recipi-
ent’s name and important information on fabric, and 
then incorporate that fabric into a unique pillow, tote, 
or beautiful framed wall piece.

Design and planning
For this project you will need a variety of doilies, 

lace trim, and other lace or embroidered pieces. I rec-
ommend using only those that are damaged and can no 

longer be used intact. This is a great way to re-
purpose damaged linens and trims!

When creating an arrangement of laces and 
trims around the artwork, take a photo of each 
possible layout with a digital camera. Nothing is 
as frustrating as trying a layout variation, deciding 
you liked the previous version, and then not 
being able to remember the exact placement.

Avoid the “target” look of whole doilies, 
frames of straight lace trims, or tangents by over-
lapping pieces slightly and using portions of a 
round or square doily.

Whether you choose to finish this panel as a 
pillow or framed piece, the design concepts and 
stitching techniques are identical.

For a pillow, work with a square base; for a 
framed piece, work with a base the same size as 
the frame opening.

Print the artwork no larger than ½ of the 
long edge (example: 7" for a 14" pillow). The artwork 
doesn’t have to be positioned in the center of the base; 
experiment with various positioning before stitching in 
place.

Materials
• Vintage artwork (provided)
• Sheet of pretreated cotton inkjet fabric
•12" square piece of background fabric (ours is rust-

dyed cotton)
• 12" square piece of fusible fleece, such as Pellon® 

Thermolam® Plus
• Buttons, pearls, beads, old jewelry, or other 

embellishments
• Sewing machine
• Thread: monofilament for the top and light-color 

thread for the bobbin. If your sewing machine skips 
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stitches with monofilament thread, use light-colored 
bobbin-weight thread on top.

• Usual sewing supplies
• Glue stick
• Iron and ironing board
• Computer and printer
• Fabri-Tac® permanent adhesive or other fabric 

glue (for optional floating mount)
• Two (3" x 11") pieces thick foam core (optional)
• (Optional) 12"-square piece sturdy chipboard—

not corrugated cardboard

Instructions
1. Open the vintage artwork in your photo-editing 

software application. Resize, if necessary, to approxi-
mately 4" x 5". Add desired verbiage. Print the artwork 
on a sheet of cotton inkjet fabric. I used rust-dyed 
cotton.

2. Allow the ink to dry completely. Separate the 
fabric and paper backing; rinse, if instructed by the 
inkjet fabric manufacturer. Dry completely (photo 1).
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3. Fuse the background fabric on the fusible fleece 
with a dry iron on the cotton setting.

4. Cut the printed fabric close to the artwork with 
scissors, leaving 1⁄8" to ¼" border. Position it on the 
background (photo 2). When you are pleased with 
the arrangement, stitch in place through all layers 
with monofilament thread in the machine top and fine 
bobbin thread in the bobbin (photo 3).

5. Arrange doilies and lace around the photo (photo 
4). When you are pleased with the arrangement, secure 
temporarily with glue stick or pins.

6. Stitch along all lace pieces with free-motion 
stitches, straight or narrow zigzag, worked in monofila-
ment thread (photo 5).

7. Stitch buttons, pearls, old jewelry, and/or beads 
in place by hand, as desired.

8. Finish as a pillow, tote bag, or framed piece.



Optional
To create the floating mount, as in the sample:

1. Cut the panel ¼" smaller all around than the 
frame.

2. Finish the edges with a satin stitch, narrow 
binding, facing, or trim.

3. Mount on stiff chipboard with fabric glue.
4. Install in the frame on foam core strips.
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