Class 6 of the

In this class, Six Panel Quilts in Six Weeks, we will be working with
six different panels – a different panel each week.
1. Half-Square Triangle Border

3. Blocks in the Left and Bottom Borders

5. Using a Border Print as a Border

2. Borders with Cornerstones

4. Three Borders with Mitered Corners

6. Borders with Four-patch Blocks

LESSON 1 OF 6
Learn tips for planning borders on panels and see how many
different borders can be made using just Half-Square Triangles.

Tips for:

Planning the borders
Fabric choices
Scale of border widths
Scale of blocks used in borders – measure the largest design in the
quilt so blocks don’t overwhelm the panel
• Add blocks to make quilt larger – where do you place them, left or
right? Top or bottom? All around?
• Framing the panel before adding borders
• Make the border sections before trimming the panel; cut panel to fit
the size of the border.
•
•
•
•

Sizes of quilts
QUILT SIZES

WIDTH

LENGTH

Baby Quilt

30" – 45"

40" – 55"

Crib Quilt

35" – 50"

45" – 60"

Wall Quilt

40"

56"

Lap Quilt

45" – 60"

60" – 75"

Throw

45" – 54"

60" – 72"

Twin Quilt

54" – 68"

80" – 100"

Wheelchair Quilt

35" – 40"

35" – 40"

24" x 33" Panel

To cover lap and tuck
under
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Demonstration: Straighten the panel

Demonstration: Using Half-square Triangles to make a variety of border designs
In planning the border for this quilt, I used Electric Quilt software to play with using Half-square
Triangles (HSTs) in a variety of color schemes. Notice how the lighter colors draw the eye away from
the quilt panel			

2” HSTS in red and white

2” HSTs in red and gray

2” HSTs in red and black

4” HSTs in red and black
My choice to frame the quilt panel.

2” black border is added to make the panel and HSTs float.

HALF-SQUARE TRIANGLE BORDER
(Springs Creative Products panel)

Fabric:
•
•

1 yd. black fabric for HSTs and Border 2
1 yd. red fabric for HSTs and binding

All seam allowances are ¼”.
Border 1: Half-Square Triangles (HSTs), 4” finished HSTs
For this HST border, both the width and length of the panel need to be divisible by 4; 32” x 40”.
Since it takes two HSTs to make one point, you need an even number for the design to work out
evenly. Make the HSTs and then trim the panel to fit the HST borders. Start with the right and left
sides; 40” / 4” finished HSTs = 10 HSTs. Measure the width of the panel plus the side borders to get
the size needed for the top and bottom borders.
40 HSTs are needed for Border 1. Cut five 10” squares each of red and black fabrics.
(For more information on ways to make HSTs, see the AQS Let’s Quilt Class 2: Quilting with
Triangles.)
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To make the HSTs:
• On the red squares, draw a line from corner to corner in both
directions to form an X. Sew ¼” on both sides of the drawn lines.
• To cut apart, cut at 5” horizontally and vertically through the
center of the block, then cut on the drawn lines.
• One set of squares will make eight HSTs. Five sets of squares will
make 40 HSTs.
• Trim the HSTs to 4½”. Press half of the seam allowance toward
the black and half toward the red.
• Sew the HSTs together in sets of two to form the black points,
one HST with the seam pressed toward the black and one with the
seam allowance pressed toward the red. This will let you nest the
seams and create less bulk.
• Sew five sets of black points for each side of the panel. Sew four
sets of black points for the top and bottom.
• Pin the red edge of the side borders to the panel. Place the HST
border on top, right sides facing, with the panel so you can see to
stitch across the points of each V.
• Sew the side borders to the panel.
Top and Bottom Borders:
• Add a HST to each end of the top and bottom border units,
following the layout of the quilt.
• Pin and sew the top and bottom borders to the panel.
Border 2: Black 2” finished plain border
• Measure the width of the panel with the HST border added =
_____________
• Cut five strips of black fabric, 2½” x width of fabric (WOF).
• Recut two strips to the measurement of the width and sew to the
top and bottom of the quilt.
• Press seam allowances toward the border.
• Measure the length of the panel with the top and borders
to get the measurement for cutting the black side borders =
______________
• Cut one black border strip in half and add the pieces to the ends
of the other two border strips. Recut these two strips to the side
border measurement.
• Pin and sew the side borders to the quilt.
• Press the seam allowances toward the border.
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Your panel quilt is ready to quilt.
Some quilting ideas:
• Choose a design that wanders in and out of the red triangles.
Quilt around and in all of the elements of Mickey and Minnie in
the panel.
• Use a simple design in the background stripes.
• Finish with a design to highlight the black triangles and border.
Binding: Cut 6 strips 2¼” x WOF to make 214 inches for
double-folded binding.
(For more information on binding, see the AQS Let’s Quilt Class
1: Nine-Patch that includes basic information on binding.)

Next Lesson: Venice Flowers panel (Robert Kaufman)
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